
Arizona Rural & Public Health Policy Forum | January 28, 2019 
AGENDA  
 
 
8:00  Continental Breakfast 
 
8:15  Welcome & Opening Remarks 

Daniel Derksen, Director, Arizona Center for Rural Health  
Sean Clendaniel, President, Arizona Rural Health Association  

 
8:30  Update from Arizona State Agencies  

o 8:30 – 8:50 |  Cara Christ, MD, Director, Arizona Department of Health Services 
o 8:50 - 9:10 |  Jami Snyder, Director, Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System 

 
9:15  Integration of Care: From Concept to Reality  

 Karen Uhlich,, Arizona Complete Health-Complete Care Plan (AzCH-CCP)  
 Kathleen Oestreich, Chief Executive Officer, Banner University Health Plan 
 Christopher Vinyard, Director, Government Affairs, Care 1st Health Plan Arizona, Inc.  
 Shawn Nau, Chief Executive Officer, Steward Health Choice Arizona and Steward Health 

Choice Generations 
   
10:00  Stretch Break 
 
10:15   Governor’s Office Update  

Christina Corieri, Senior Policy Advisor, Office of Arizona Governor Doug Ducey  
 

10:45 - 11:30 Arizona Health Organizations’ 2019 Legislative Agenda (5 minutes each) 
o Tara McCollum Plese, Chief External Affairs Director, Arizona Alliance for Community Health 

Centers  
o Greg Ensell, Vice President, Government Relations, Arizona Hospital & Healthcare Association 
o Libby McDannell, Executive Vice President, Arizona Medical Association 
o Pete Wertheim, Executive Director, Arizona Osteopathic Medical Association  
o Susan Cannata, Arizona Academy of Family Physicians  
o Leonard Kirschner, MD, Past-President, AARP  
o Emily Jenkins, CEO & President, Arizona Council of Human Service Providers  
o Breann Westmore, Director, Maternal and Child Health & Government Affairs, March of Dimes 

 
11:30 – 12:45 Lunch – Meet & Greet Our State Legislators  
 
12:45  Break – Make your way to the 2nd Floor  
 
1:00 – 2:00 CONTINUE:  Arizona Health Organizations’ 2019 Legislative Agenda (5 minutes each) 

o Kathryn Busby, Lobbyist, Arizona Nurses Association 
o Will Humble, Executive Director, Arizona Public Health Association 
o Siman Qaasim, Director of Health Policy, Children’s Action Alliance   
o Jennifer Carusetta, Executive Director, Health System Alliance of Arizona  
o Kimber Lanning, Founder and Executive Director, Local First Arizona  
o Haley Coles, Executive Director, Sonoran Prevention Works 
o Marcus Johnson, Director, State Health Policy and Advocacy, Vitalyst Health Foundation  

 
2:00 - 2:30 Oral Health for Adults:  Lifting Medicaid Caps for Tribal and Indian Health Service (I.H.S.) 

Health Care Facilities 
Kim Russell, Executive Director, Arizona Advisory on Indian Health Care 

 
2:30 – 3:15 New Opioid Prescription Plan for 2019  

o Kam Gandhi, Executive Director, Arizona Pharmacy Board  
o Melissa Kotrys, Chief Executive Officer, Health Current 

 
 

   



3:15 – 4:15 CURRENT POLICY ISSUES 
  Moderator:  Will Humble, Executive Director, AZ Public Health Association  
 

3:15- 3:45 Addressing the Importance of Vaccines 
o Representative Randall Friese 
o Representative Nancy Barto  (Tentative from 3:30 – 3:45) 

 
3:45 – 4:15 Oral Health for Pregnant Women 

o Senator Heather Carter 
o Representative Regina Cobb (Tentative from 4:00 – 4:15) 

   
4:15   Closing Remarks & Adjourn 
 
4:30  Attendee Group Photo – Optional  


